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ArcGIS StoryMaps

Lena Denis, Librarian, JHU Data Services

What it is

ArcGIS StoryMaps is an immersive, in-
teractive web-based presentation tool that
gives you the power to share your research
in narrative form at a single URL you can
share with as few or as many people as you
would like. As the name implies, the format
was originally developed for showcasing
web-created maps, and it does so effectively,
but even if you don't have any maps in your
presentation at all, StoryMaps provides a
visually appealing media-rich format for
displaying images, video, and embedded
graphics of all kinds. ArcGIS StoryMaps is
a paid, licensed platform, but the Sheridan
Libraries’ Data Services department medi-
ates free access for all Hopkins affiliates.

Who produced it

ArcGIS StoryMaps is one platform with-
in the suite of applications that comprise
ArcGIS Online, a proprietary series of
web-based GIS (Geographic Information
Systems) products owned by Esri (Envi-
ronmental Systems Research Institute).
Esri has created and maintained GIS soft-
ware since 1969, and its products are widely
used throughout universities, governments,
non-profits, and the commercial sector to-
day. Esri’s products facilitate creating maps
and analyzing geographic data of all kinds.
However, ArcGIS StoryMaps does not re-
quire any GIS or cartographic knowledge, as
it is meant to be a presentation platform that
integrates extant maps and data with narra-
tive text and graphics.
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Example of a pop-up over a map that
can appear in a StoryMap

ArcGIS StoryMaps

Why it matters

ArcGIS StoryMaps is a valuable tool for
instruction and research sharing because
it can replace traditional presentation for-
mats such as PowerPoint or Google Slides,
in terms of representing narrative and
graphics in an appealing way, while also
going much further. It integrates embed-
ded interactive and audiovisual content
seamlessly, and it provides navigational
capabilities through web maps and other
forms of data. Additionally, the applica-
tion has several benefits characteristic of
web-based platforms.

1. ArcGIS StoryMaps does not have the
system interoperability issues that
slides-based presentations often do.

2. Sending the URL that points to a
StoryMap is the only necessary step for
sharing the presentation.

3. StoryMaps can be found in web search
results, if public sharing is enabled.

4. StoryMaps can be viewed from a
browser on any web-connected device,
including mobile phones, making it
much easier to access than traditional
presentation formats.

How it can be used

Practically any content you need to pres-
ent visually can be turned into an ArcGIS
StoryMap. You can share your research,
your teaching materials, public-facing
presentations, and even personal experi-
ences like a travel journal. Many people
use the StoryMaps format in lieu of slides
for their presentations, and some people
have even used it as an online portfolio of
their work. The format is adaptable and
works well for a variety of media and im-
age-heavy use cases.
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F22 Modern Latin
America Final
Projects

Home page for Modern Latin America class final

projects. Each image and title links to a student project.

Latin America's Economic Development

Modern Latin America Fall 2022 - Final Project

StoryMaps allow for immersive cover images at

the beginning of presentations, such as in this title
image for Jaime Martinez’s project, “Latin America’s
Economic Development”
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There was a definite variation from an economic performance standpoint throughout the
neoliberal era, although Latin America has never been able to catch up to its hemispheric
neighbors of the North. The biggest economies of the region-Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina-

grew at a rate of about 0.6 percent during the last 30 years [4]

These economic policies predicted
short-term economic policies to varying
success and primarily affected the
inflation metric used to compare the
three models, yet through all of these
attempts at economic empowerment, e
the aforementioned income per capita statit
gap remained [1]. s

ConclusH

This screenshot shows the variety of text-based visuals
and narrative aids such as locator maps available in
StoryMaps, also from Martinez’s presentation.

TIMELINE OF EVENTS

1428-1440 An alliance formed between Tenochtitlan,
Texcoco, and Tlacopan. The Aztecs
became the dominant power in

Mesoamerica.

November, Hernan Cortés encounters the Aztec
15 19 Civilization and Montezuma (Aztec leader)

welcomes him with great honor.

Septmber’ Spanish retreat to Tlaxcala after Mexica
1519 forced Spanish out of Tenochtitlan. The

Spanish forms alliance with them to attack

This screenshot shows a timeline feature, complete
with illustrations, available in StoryMaps. This
example comes from Esperanca Woei’s final project,
“Silencing the Aztecs & their Descendants’”

Professor Casey Lurtz, in the History department, has
been using ArcGIS StoryMaps and Collections - the name
for a group of StoryMaps consolidated under one link - in
her Mapping Mexico and Modern Latin America classes
for several years. She described her classes’ first iterations
of StoryMaps use in an interview for the 2021 Hub article
“Embracing the Change,” (https://hub.jhu.edu/2021/06/21/
krieger-virtual-in-person-hybrid/) which also includes im-
ages and links to how they were configured. Professor Lurtz
developed a formula that she has continued with each class,
in which students create final presentations in StoryMaps
that combine interactive map layers they make along with
embedded content and images that enrich the data and the
narrative text. She then combines them in a Collection,
which can be viewed and shared at a single URL, such as this
one that links out to her fall 2022 Modern Latin America
class’s projects: https://arcg.is/1ylmX00. StoryMaps features
allow her students to display and explain their findings in a
variety of creative ways. Examples can be found on the left
of this page.

How to get started

« If you want to jump in and start playing with the platform,
you can go straight to https://storymaps.arcgis.com
« NOTE: you will be prompted to sign in and you
MUST log in through a Hopkins account to get the
free institutional access we provide! For step-by-step
instructions and screenshots to sign in to any ArcGIS
products including StoryMaps, see our GIS software
FAQs: https://guides.library.jhu.edu/gis/faq
« If you would like a longer introduction to learning how to
use StoryMaps with materials from our past StoryMaps
workshops, see: https://github.com/jhu-data-services/
storymaps-workshop-files
o Feel free to email Data Services, dataservices@jhu.edu, if
you have further questions about ArcGIS StoryMaps. We
answer inquiries within 2 business days.

In addition to maintaining institutional access to GIS software,
the Data Services department of the Sheridan Libraries provides
consultations and workshops on a wide variety of topics around
data management, access, sharing, and visualizations. See our
website for more information:
https://dataservices.library.jhu.edu
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