
Getting Started with VoiceThread 

VoiceThread is web-based presentation software that allows users to create and share interactive 
multimedia slideshows. VoiceThread presentations are used to showcase audio, video, images, and 
documents while allowing users to comment on them in a variety of different ways. The result is an 
ongoing, asynchronous digital conversation that can be easily shared with individuals, groups, and/or 
embedded into different websites. 

Logging in to VoiceThread: 

• Go to http://jhu.voicethread.com and login with your JHED ID and password.  
 

 NOTE: If you already have a VoiceThread account outside of JHU, you will see a 
notification that you need to merge your old account into the new JHU account.  
Simply enter your email address to continue.  You will then be directed to the 
VoiceThread home page, where you should see any VoiceThreads you previously 
created or subscribed to.  
 

VoiceThread ‘Landscape:’ 

MyVoice – stores links to VoiceThreads that user has created and any that are subscribed to 
Create – create and edit VoiceThreads 
Browse – contains links to publically available VoiceThreads 
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https://sn2prd0102.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=rcjXUITYWkWuQI-kb_n-X3U8zmPUbs8IB_z7L5YW-K5pKltACY2rNm7XS553FRWCeANB8wAOJ1Q.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fjhu.voicethread.com%2f


Finished VoiceThread Presentation: 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting up your Microphone: 

If you intend to use the audio record feature, you will need a working microphone.  To do this, 
we highly suggest you use a USB headset microphone. If you have ever participated in a 
LiveTalk or Adobe Connect session, the same mic can be used. You can also use the microphone 
that is built in to your computer. Please see the following linked instructions to set up a 
microphone on your Mac or PC. 
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Creating a VoiceThread 

1. Gather the materials that you will be using in your presentation (presentation files, 
images, videos, etc.). TIP: While you can use a PowerPoint file as your presentation, we 
have found that saving the presentation as a .pdf file before uploading to VoiceThread 
often works better.  

2. Login to VoiceThread and click the ‘Create’ tab. 
 

 
 
Note: If you login to VoiceThread’s main page and don’t see any tabs, locate your 
identity in the upper right corner of the screen and click the dropdown next to it. Then 
click ‘Create’ to be taken to the Create tab.  

 
 

3. Click the Upload button to expand the options for uploading.  
 

 
 

 
Click ‘My Computer’ to upload a file from your computer. ‘Media Sources’ allows you to 
upload images or files stored in your own account with media sites such as Facebook or 
Flickr. ‘URL’ allows you to enter the address of a particular file on the internet. ‘My 
Webcam’ allows you to record a video using a webcam connected to your computer.  
Note: If uploading a video, .mov, .flv, and .mp4 files work best. 
 



4. Once the file (or files) is uploaded, you can add a comment to it by clicking the 
Comment button. 
 

 
 
 

5. Click ‘Comment’ (again) from your VoiceThread to expand and select from the 
commenting options. If you would like to leave a comment on another slide, click the 
advance arrow to progress to the desired slide. 
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6. When saved, the comment will appear as your identity icon, located alongside the 
VoiceThread. Any future comments made by others will be added the same way, with 
identity icons populating the perimeter of the VoiceThread. When finished adding 
comments, the VoiceThread is ready to be shared. 
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Each comment also adds a ‘timeline’ under the play button, 
the length of which corresponds to the length of the 
comment. Hover over it for a timestamp on the comment. 



Editing a VoiceThread 

1. Click the ‘MyVoice’ tab to locate your VoiceThreads. 
 

 
 

2. Click the ‘Menu’ icon on the bottom right of the VoiceThread that you want to edit, and 
then click the ‘Edit’ button.  
 

  

3. This will take you to the Create tab where you can make changes to any of the slides. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Embedding a VoiceThread Presentation in Blackboard 

1. Click the ‘MyVoice’ tab to locate your VoiceThreads. 
 

 
 

2. Click the ‘Menu’ icon on the bottom right of the VoiceThread that you want to 
embed, and then click the ‘Edit’ button.  
 

  

 
 

3. Click the ‘Embed’ button at the bottom of the page. 

 
 

4. Click ‘Copy this’ to copy the embed code to your clipboard. 

 



 
5. You will receive a message that your link has been copied to the clipboard. 

 
 

6. Login to Blackboard and navigate to the content area in your course where you want the 
VoiceThread to appear.  
 
 

7. In the Blackboard content area, click the ‘Build Content’ dropdown and select ‘Item.’ 

 
 

8. Give the item a name. Next, click the icon to toggle the editor into HTML source mode. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Once in HTML Source mode, paste the copied embed code into the editor. 

 
 

10.  Fill in the rest of the options in Blackboard as needed and click Submit. 
 

 
 

11. The embedded VoiceThread should now appear on the page. Click the ‘play’ button to 
start the presentation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Note: It is possible to increase the size of the embedded VoiceThread. When you’ve 
copied the embed code into the HTML editor, change all width values to ‘600’ and all 
height values to ‘800’ before clicking Submit.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Adding a link to a VoiceThread Presentation in Blackboard 

1. From the Create tab in VoiceThread, click the ‘Share’ button to expand the sharing 
options. 
 

 
 

2. Click the ‘Get a Link’ button. 
 

 
 

3. Select any desired settings and click ‘Copy the Link.’  
 
Note: If ‘Moderate Comments’ is selected, students cannot see each other’s comments, 
but the instructor can see all of them. If ‘Show on Browse Page’ is selected, the 
VoiceThread will be published to the publically available VoiceThread page site.  
   

 
 

4. You will receive a message that your link has been copied to the clipboard. 

 

5. Login to Blackboard and navigate to the content area in your course where you want the 
link to appear.  
 
 



6. In the Blackboard content area, click the ‘Build Content’ dropdown and select ‘Web 
Link.’ 
 

 
 

7. Fill in a name for the link and paste the copied link into the URL field. 

 
8. Fill in the rest of the options in Blackboard as needed and click Submit. 

 

 
 

9. The VoiceThread should now appear as a link in the content area. Click the link to open 
the VoiceThread.  
 

 
 

 

 



Additional Options 

When creating or editing a VoiceThread, there are some additional playback and publishing 
options that appear at the bottom of the Create tab. 

Playback Options 

Some of the playback options are obvious and some are not. Some clarification is below: 

 

 

 

Export 

‘Export’ will turn the VoiceThread into a downloadable movie file (for a fee). 

 

 

The final share slide allows those 
viewing the VoiceThread to embed 
and/or share the link with others. 

Exporting turns the VoiceThread into a 
downloadable movie file (for a fee). 

Making a copy allows others to save 
the VoiceThread and edit it as they 
wish. 

Allowing others to download original 
images and documents allows them 
to download only the files, not any 
comments. 

Wait time refers to the time 
between the last comment and the 
next slide 



 

Embed 

‘Embed’ provides links to social media sites, such as Facebook, as well as html embed code that 
can be copied into other websites. 

 

 

 

Publishing Options 

 

 

Allows anyone with access to the link 
to view this VoiceThread 

Allows anyone with access to the link 
to comment on this VoiceThread 

If selected, students cannot see 
each other’s comments, but the 
instructor can see all of them. 

If selected, the VoiceThread will 
be published to the publically 
available VoiceThread page site. 


